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new nondefense spending, notwith-
standing the actual needs of our mili-
tary. 

This week, let’s dispense with the ar-
bitrary standard—as we did earlier this 
year—and provide our warfighters with 
the funding they need to accomplish 
the tasks put before them. 

Americans whose premiums are soar-
ing or whose coverage is in jeopardy 
because of the failures of ObamaCare 
are counting on us to take bipartisan 
steps toward stabilizing health insur-
ance markets. 

The parents of 9 million children en-
rolled in the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program are counting on us to 
renew the program’s funding. 

Our country’s law enforcement pro-
fessionals are counting on us to renew 
an important foreign intelligence pro-
gram that helps them defend the home-
land from those who wish us harm. 

Veterans are counting on us to renew 
the popular Veterans Choice Program 
and preserve their flexibility to access 
care outside of the VA system. 

Just as we have done in the past, we 
need to pass a routine pay-go waiver to 
avoid a draconian sequester that none 
of my colleagues want to see take ef-
fect. Americans are counting on us not 
to inflict harmful cuts on Medicare and 
other essential operations. 

I look forward to working together in 
the coming days to fund our govern-
ment in a manner that does right by 
the American people. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The majority leader. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THREATS TO FREE-
DOM OF THE PRESS AND EX-
PRESSION AROUND THE WORLD 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 277, S. Res. 150. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 150) recognizing 

threats to freedom of the press and expres-
sion around the world and reaffirming free-
dom of the press as a priority in efforts of 
the United States Government to promote 
democracy and good governance. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 

made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 150) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of May 3, 2017, 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CREW OF THE 
‘‘SAN ANTONIO ROSE’’, B–17F, 
WHO SACRIFICED THEIR LIVES 
DURING WORLD WAR II 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. Res. 326 and the Senate proceed to 
its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 326) recognizing the 

crew of the San Antonio Rose, B–17F, who 
sacrificed their lives during World War II, 
and honoring their memory during the week 
of the 75th anniversary of that tragic event. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 326) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of November 9, 
2017, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

NATIONAL ERNIE PYLE DAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of and the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 345. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 345) designating Au-

gust 3, 2018, as ‘‘National Ernie Pyle Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 345) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

(The resolution, with its preamble, is 
printed in the RECORD of November 30, 
2017, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
THE ‘‘LOS ANGELES’’-CLASS AT-
TACK SUBMARINE THE USS 
‘‘JACKSONVILLE’’ AND THE 
CREW OF THE USS ‘‘JACKSON-
VILLE’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 362, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 362) recognizing the 

service of the Los Angeles-class attack sub-
marine the USS Jacksonville and the crew of 
the USS Jacksonville, who served the United 
States with valor and bravery. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 362) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

REPUBLICAN TAX BILL 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, last 
night the Senate passed an awful, par-
tisan rewrite of the Tax Code. I said a 
good deal about the bill over the course 
of the debate and added my concluding 
thoughts into the RECORD before the 
final vote, but let me just reiterate one 
point. The Republican tax bill will ce-
ment the Republican Party as the 
party of the wealthy and the party of 
the big corporations against the middle 
class and the working people of this 
country. 

Corporations get permanent tax 
breaks. The individual tax breaks ex-
pire. By 2027, according to the Joint 
Committee on Taxation, 83 percent of 
the middle class—that is almost 145 
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